
 Our Town Clerk, Dianne Bucco, says the returned census cards indicate I may be the eldest 
in Wenham, so let me be the first to encourage all Wenhamites to participate in our town’s 375th 
Anniversary during 2018. Wenham has been a great place to live; here are some of my memo-
ries from my first years in Wenham.
 I arrived in Wenham in 1948 with my husband Herbert and eldest son Alan. Herb’s 
co‑worker at General Electric in Lynn, Mr. Eddie Walls, who resided on Main Street, suggested 
we look for land to build on here. We purchased land from Mr. Eben Stanley, a farmer who 
owned much of the land on Pleasant Street. Pleasant Street, like most streets in Wenham, had 
fewer houses and many wide open fields then.
 Traveling to Wenham was a bit different as Route 128 was unfinished, ending near where 
Cherry Hill Ice Cream shop is today. Coming into Wenham on Route 1A there was the Chinese 
Restaurant where the Ski Shop is today, a gas station on the left just before Fairview Ave, and 
just the estate house where the Maples complex is now. In the center of town there was the very 
small old post office, then the old wood‑frame fire station, and a couple of doors down was 
Chadder’s little general store.
 Shopping was limited with no shopping centers on Route 128; the main grocery store was 
the A&P store just past the RR tracks on the left on Cabot Street in Beverly. Almy’s was the 
department store in downtown Beverly, the next nearest shopping was downtown Salem. Some 
things were delivered to houses on a weekly basis, including milk, ice, and meat; and for young 
families there was the diaper service truck. There was garbage pickup destined for a piggery, but 
no trash service; either we burnt the trash or took it to the dump. No one had a mailbox as there 
was no mail delivery; we either had a lockbox or requested our mail at the post office window. 
Telephone lines were often shared party lines, and a long distance call, which was any call fur-
ther than a couple of towns away, meant talking with one of the operators at the switchboards in 
South Hamilton.
 Much of the social activity was centered on the First Church activities. The Church Guild 
was the social focus for many women, the vast majority being housewives. The Baptist Church 
on Dodges Row was still active. The Wenham Teahouse was popular and was provided with 
food to sell by the home cooking of many housewives. Blanche Thibeault ran a nice restaurant 
at the site of the later 97 Market.
 There was no family doctor in town until Dr. Rogers set up his practice at the corner of 
Main and Cherry Streets.
 Official town activities were conducted in the meeting room upstairs in the Town Hall. 
The town library was a room entered by a side door at town hall. Until the auditorium at the 
Buker School became available, the annual town meetings utilized the second floor of the 
Town Hall. The Town Hall was also the scene of the annual children’s Christmas Party and 
town’s Christmas tree.
 The Center School included grades one through nine while Wenham high school students 
went to Beverly or Hamilton. Soon, with so many families moving into Wenham, the need to 
build the Bessie Buker School was clear. With the large increase in children in town, both Girl 
Scouts and Boy Scouts organizations grew large. With so many World War II veterans, the 
Memorial Day parade was the biggest town event.
 Some native Wenhamites were not enthralled with the beginning of the suburbanization of 
the town; there were many large estates and some farms and Wenham had not changed over the 
previous decades. But big changes were on the way!
 These are some of my memories of Wenham years ago. I hope all of you will add your 
memories to the 375th Anniversary Committee history projects. Let’s have a great 375th Anni-
versary in 2018!


